02/01/2005 IDE 16:12 FAI 2483441096 ^-^^ uspto 



@ 007/016 



LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the as shown below, in which changes are indicated by strikethrough 
and/or underscoring. This listmg of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims 
in the application. 



1 1 . (Currently amended). A cooking stove, comprising: 

2 a hollow shell formed &om heat-tol^ant material; 

3 a substructujre for supporting said sheU; 

4 a bumer assembly operatively attached to said shell or to said substructure; and 

5 a vessel suppqrt rack for placement on said shell, said vessel support rack defining 

6 a first vessel-supporting surfiice on a first side tfiereof for supporting a cooking vessel 

7 having a substantiaUy flat lower surface, 

8 said vessel support rack further defining a second vessel-supporting surface on a 

9 second side thereof for supporting a cooking vessel having a substantially non-flat lower 

10 surface, said second vessel supportmg surface being curved such that an outer edge 

11 thereof is vertically offeet relative tn an inn er portion thereof: 

12 wherein said shell is configured to support said vessel support rack thereon with 

13 either said first vessel-supporting surface or said second vessel-supporting surfiice facing 

14 upwardly. 

1 2. (Original). The stove of claim 1 , wherein said second vessel-supporting 

2 surface is substantially concave. 
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1 3. (Original). The stove of claim 2, wherein said vessel support rack is 

2 configured to support a wok on said second vessel-suppoTting surface. 

1 4. (Currcaitly amended). The stove of claim 1, wherein said shell has a plurality 

2 of spaced^apart alignment openings fbnned therein at a location spaced fix)m an upp er 

3 edge of said shell, and wherein said vessel support rack has a plurality of projections 

4 thereon which fit into said alignment openings, whereby said vessel support rack can 

5 be stably supported on said shelL 

1 5. (Original), The stove of claim 1, wherein said vessel support rack comprises a 

2 plurality of interconnected support brackets. 

1 6. (Original). The stove ofclaimS^ wherein each ofsaid support brackets has a 

2 first projection on said first side thereof and a second projection on said second side 

3 thereof. 

1 7. (Currently amended). The stove of claim 1 , wherein said vessel support rack 

2 comprises at least one circular metal ring intercoimecting a plurality of support 

3 segments. 

1 8. (Original). The stove of claim 1^ wherein said substructure comprises a plurality 

2 of height-adjustable legs. 
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1 9. (Currently amended). The stove of claim 1, wherein said shell has a plurality of 

2 vent holes formed St^os on an outer surface thereof at a locatioTi distant from an 

3 u pper edge of the shell, die vent holes used to admit combustion air. . 

1 10. (Original). The stove of claim 1 ^ wherein said shell has an intermediate ledge 

2 pordon formed therein for supporting said vessel support rack thereon. 

1 11. (Currently amended). A cooking stove, comprising: 

2 a hollow shell fomied from heat-tolerant material; 

3 a substructure for supporting said shell; 

4 a bumer assembly operatively attached to said shell or to said substructure, at 

5 least part of said bumer assembly being disposed inside of said shell; and 

6 a vessel support rack for engaging placement on said shell, said vessel support 

7 rack comprising a plurality of interconnected support segments which cooperate to deiinc 

8 a first vessel-supporting surface on a first side thereof for supporting a cooking vessel 

9 having a substantially flat lower surface, 

10 said support segm^ts further cooperating to define a second vessel-supporting 

1 1 sur£sLce on a second side of said vessel support rack for supporting a cooking vessel 

12 liaving a substantially non-flat lower surface, said second vessel-suooorting surface being 

13 curved such that an outer periphery thereof is higher than an inner portion thereof: 

14 wherein said shell is configured to support said vessel support rack Ihereon with 

1 5 cither said first vessel-supporting surface or said second vessel-supporting surface facing 

16 Inwardly. 



PAGE ismm AT 2(1/20054:04:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:2483441096' DURATION (min-ss):04-14 



02/01/2005 TUB 16:12 FAI 2483441096 ->->-> uspto 



@010/016 



1 12. (Cuixently amended). A cooking stove, oomprising: 

2 a hollow shell compdsing a plurality of spaccd-apart alignment connectors 

3 configured to receive mating connectors of a vessel support rac k, said alignment 

4 connectors positioned on said shell at a location spaced aoart fiom an edge of said shell: 

5 a substructure for supporting said shell; 

6 a burner assembly, at least part of which is disposed within said shell; and 

7 a vessel support rack for placement on said shell, said vessel support rack 

8 comprising a plurality of interconnected support brackets which cooperate to define a 

9 first, substantially planar vessel-supporting surface on a first side of said vessel siq)port 

10 rack, said support brackets further cooperating to define a second, substantially concave 

1 1 vessel-supporting surface on a second side of said vessel support rack which is 

12 substantially opposite said first side thereof; 

13 said vessel support rack fuidier comprising a plurality of ^aced-apart mating 

14 connectors on said first side thereof which are alignable with said alignment connectors 

1 5 of said shell; and a plurality of spaced-apart mating connectors on said second side 

16 thereof which are alternately alignable with said alignment connectors of said shell; 

17 whereby said vessel support rack is installable in aligned relation to said shell 

18 with either said first side or said second side thereof facing upwardly. 

1 13. (Original). The stove of claim 12, wherein each of said support brackets has 

2 a first projection on said first side diereof, and a second projection on said second side 

3 thereof. 
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1 1 4. (Original). The stove of claim 12, wherein said vessel support rack comprises at 

2 least one metal ring interconnecting said siq>port brackets. 

1 15. (Original). The stove of claim 12, wherein said substructure comprises a plurab ty 

2 of height-adjustable legs, 

1 1 6. (Original), The stove of claim 12, wherein said housing shell has a plurality of 

2 vent holes formed therein to admit combustion air. 

1 17. (Original). The stove of claim 12, wherein said shell has an intermediate ledge 

2 portion fonned fh^^ for supporting said vessel support rack thereon. 

1 8. (Currently amended). An inveitable vessel support rack for placement on a stove, said 
vessel support rack defining a first vessel-supporting surface on a first side thereof for supporting 
a cooking vessel having a substantially flat lower surface, 

said vessel support rack further defining a second vessel-supporting surface on a second 
side thereof for supporting a cooking vessel having a substantially non-flat lower surface; 

wherein said vessel support rack is configured to fit on a stove with either said first 
vessel-supporting siarface or said second vessel-supporting surface facing upwardl v, and 

wherein said vessel support rack comprises a plurality of radiaUv extending olatc 
members, each plate member comprising opposed edges and being oriented verticallv such that 
the collective opposed edges of the plurality of plate member correspond to respective first and 
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second vessel-sitpporting surfaces, one of said opposed edges beinp substantialty curved such 
that die second vessel supporting surface is shaped . 

1 19. The vessel support rack of claim 1 8, wherein said second vessel-supporting 

2 sur&ce is substantially concave. 

20. The vessel support rack of claim 19, wherein said vessel support rack is configured to 

support a wok on said second vessel-supporting surface. 
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